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after the best interests of his constituents, his 
fellow veterans, and in his own words, ‘‘the 
two classes of people I need to worry about in 
the Texas Legislature are the old and young 
people.’’ 

His accomplishments included helping es-
tablish laws that let victims of child abuse give 
court testimony by videotape and enabling 
them to avoid face-to-face confrontations with 
their abusers. 

He earned the Bronze Star medal in World 
War II when he fought in the Pacific, and later 
became a strong voice for advocating vet-
eran’s causes. 

During his tenure in the Texas Legislature, 
he was instrumental in drafting many of Texas’ 
civil service laws protecting police officers and 
firefighters. As a Texas legislator, Mr. Willis 
made it a felony to steal someone’s dog. 

Born August 18, 1908, on a farm near the 
small town of Peeltown located in rural Kauf-
man County southeast Dallas, Mr. Willis at-
tended the University of Texas and earned de-
grees in education and economics and later 
attended Georgetown School of Law where he 
earned his JD. 

Since retiring from the Texas House of Rep-
resentatives in 1997 and until a few months 
before his death, he remained an active law-
yer and a stagnant participant in his civic du-
ties. 

Mr. Willis was known as a friend to every 
man and woman who ever wore a uniform and 
spent the majority of his tenure making life 
better for all veterans. 
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HONORING IRMA COLEN 

HON. JANE HARMAN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 10, 2006 

Ms. HARMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor 
Irma Colen, an extraordinary philanthropist 
and dear friend who died last week. 

Irma gave her time and energy to many 
needy causes in Southern California. She vol-
unteered countless hours at scores of civic 
and philanthropic organizations, serving on the 
boards of the ACLU Foundation, the University 
of Judaism, and many others. 

But it was health care for needy families 
which held a special place in her heart. When 
Irma was 12 years old, she had rheumatic 
fever and had to spend many days in a public 
hospital. ‘‘I know that if I were going to get 
better, it would be because the people taking 
care of me truly cared about my health,’’ she 
said many times over the years. This child-
hood experience spurred a lifetime of support 
for the Venice Family Clinic, which provides 
free health care to homeless, needy, and unin-
sured members of the Venice community. 

Irma worked over 30 hours a week at the 
Clinic, and countless other hours in the com-
munity getting others interested and involved. 
She was a force of nature, working tirelessly 
to develop the Clinic’s private support base 
and programs. As a member of the Clinic’s 
Board in 1999 and 2000, I observed Irma’s ef-
fectiveness in raising millions. 

Among Irma’s most creative and best known 
fundraisers for the Clinic was the Venice Art 
Walk, which she and other volunteers orga-
nized in 1981. The event, which includes tours 
of artists’ studios and an art auction, has at-

tracted thousands of visitors and raised mil-
lions of dollars for the Clinic. 

For these and other charitable efforts, Irma 
earned scores of commendations and awards, 
including the President’s Volunteer Service 
Award in 1992. But it wasn’t the awards and 
recognition that motivated her. It was her com-
mitment to caring for the less fortunate among 
us. 

She was a generous friend, a dynamic per-
sonality, and a prodigious worker. She will be 
sorely missed by Lou and their family, scores 
of her friends, and generations of patients 
whom the Clinic has ably served. 
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TRIBUTE TO LUIS E. BARKER 

HON. SILVESTRE REYES 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 10, 2006 

Mr. REYES. Mr. Speaker, we will celebrate 
the career of Luis E. Barker, Deputy Chief of 
the United States Border Patrol, as he retires 
after 35 years of service to our nation. 

Chief Barker began his career in law en-
forcement as a military policeman in 1971. 
After leaving the military in 1973, he spent five 
years as a police officer and detective in the 
Jersey City, New Jersey Police Department. 

In 1978, Chief Barker became a U.S. Border 
Patrol agent stationed in EI Paso, Texas, 
which is the community I am proud to rep-
resent in the House of Representatives. He 
has been promoted consistently during the 
course of his career, serving in supervisory 
positions at the Border Patrol Academy in 
Glynco, Georgia and Border Patrol Head-
quarters in Washington, D.C. He also served 
as Deputy Regional Chief of the Southern Re-
gional Office in Dallas, Texas; Assistant Chief 
Patrol Agent and later Deputy Chief Patrol 
Agent of the Del Rio Sector; Chief Patrol 
Agent of the Laredo Sector in 1995; and Chief 
Patrol Agent of the EI Paso Sector in 1998. 
Most recently, in 2005, Chief Barker was ap-
pointed Deputy Chief of the United States Bor-
der Patrol. 

Throughout his career, Chief Barker has 
demonstrated the utmost professionalism and 
true dedication to the Border Patrol, his com-
munity, and our nation. He has dealt with 
tough border security and immigration issues, 
and his expertise helped make our nation 
more secure. As a former Border Patrol agent 
and Sector Chief myself, I am confident in 
saying that Chief Barker serves as an excel-
lent example for all members of the Border 
Patrol and law enforcement officials every-
where. 

Chief Barker is also a devoted family man 
and community leader. He has a wife, the 
former Jacque Witt, a daughter, Allison, and a 
stepson, Michael, and I know that he made a 
great sacrifice leaving his home and family 
temporarily in EI Paso to accept the position 
of Deputy Chief in Washington. He did so at 
a critical time for the Border Patrol, and the 
Patrol is better for it, as is the state of our na-
tion’s homeland security. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in thanking Chief Luis E. Barker for his many 
years of exemplary service to America and in 
wishing him all the best in his retirement. 

SENATE COMMITTEE MEETINGS 
Title IV of Senate Resolution 4, 

agreed to by the Senate on February 4, 
1977, calls for establishment of a sys-
tem for a computerized schedule of all 
meetings and hearings of Senate com-
mittees, subcommittees, joint commit-
tees, and committees of conference. 
This title requires all such committees 
to notify the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest—designated by the Rules Com-
mittee—of the time, place, and purpose 
of the meetings, when scheduled, and 
any cancellations or changes in the 
meetings as they occur. 

As an additional procedure along 
with the computerization of this infor-
mation, the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest will prepare this information for 
printing in the Extensions of Remarks 
section of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD 
on Monday and Wednesday of each 
week. 

Meetings scheduled for Tuesday, July 
11, 2006 may be found in the Daily Di-
gest of today’s RECORD. 

MEETINGS SCHEDULED 

JULY 12 
9:30 a.m. 

Foreign Relations 
To hold hearings to examine develop-

ment effectiveness of infrastructure 
projects relating to multilateral devel-
opment banks. 

SD–419 
Indian Affairs 

To hold hearings to examine S. 660, to 
provide for the acknowledgement of 
the Lumbee Tribe of North Carolina. 

SD–106 
Judiciary 

To hold hearings to examine immigra-
tion issues. 

SD–226 
10 a.m. 

Finance 
To hold hearings to examine S. 3495, to 

authorize the extension of nondiscrim-
inatory treatment (normal trade rela-
tions treatment) to the products of 
Vietnam. 

SD–215 
10:30 a.m. 

Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs 
To hold hearings to examine the nomina-

tions of Frederic S. Mishkin, of New 
York, to be a Member of the Board of 
Governors of the Federal Reserve Sys-
tem, Linda Mysliwy Conlin, of New 
Jersey, to be First Vice President, and 
J. Joseph Grandmaison, of New Hamp-
shire, to be a Member of the Board of 
Directors, both of the Export-Import 
Bank of the United States, Geoffrey S. 
Bacino, of Illinois, to be a Director of 
the Federal Housing Finance Board, 
and Edmund C. Moy, of Wisconsin, to 
be Director of the Mint, Department of 
the Treasury. 

SD–538 
Small Business and Entrepreneurship 

To hold hearings to examine strength-
ening participation of small businesses 
in Federal contracting and innovation 
research programs. 

SR–428A 
11:30 a.m. 

Energy and Natural Resources 
Business meeting to consider the nomi-

nation of Marc Spitzer, of Arizona, to 
be a Member of the Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission. 

SD–366 
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